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Office of the Attorney General in Florida where I handled civil
prosecutions of parents accused of abusing, abandoning or
neglecting their children. As you can imagine, this is challenging
work. After several years, I was recruited to run a nonprofit in
Florida that provided services to victims of child abuse. It was
here that I learned the value and importance of giving back to the
community. I eventually relocated to Los Angeles where I ran a

Board of Directors

nonprofit that provided support services for victims of domestic
violence. I spent about 16 years in Los Angeles before deciding to

Gary Jeandron - Chair

move to the desert.

Laurie Kettering - Vice Chair

I have been visiting the desert every year since moving to LA. Each

Darcy McNaboe - Treasurer

time I found it harder and harder to leave. And, my uncle and his

Cynthia Woods - Secretary
Patti Craine

wife have lived here for over 30 years ,which helped me make the
decision to permanently move here. What a great decision — I
love it here!

Kevin Foster

The only piece missing for me was the perfect job. Clearly that

Jackie Johnson

problem has been solved! From the beginning I have been

John Lowey

endlessly impressed with Guide Dogs of the Desert. On my first

Guido Portante
Leonard Sigdestad, DVM
Ann Thornton

day I attended a training for employees of other agencies that
work with the blind. During the training they shared a story of
how one of our guide dogs completely changed the life of one of
our clients. I am not ashamed to admit that the story brought me
to tears. What a profound impact we have for our clients.
And we couldn’t do it without the support of so many. We are
grateful and appreciative for all the support you have given us.

Cover Photo
Photo courtesy of:

Together we can carry on the great work of this agency. I look
forward to the journey.
Thank you,
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Ben Schirmer
Executive Director

MARCUS & GARY

The decision to get a guide dog was rather

difficult for me. At first, there was the excitement
of having the assistance of a dog, as the idea
of using a cane was a difficult one for me to
overcome. This is primarily because I have always
been very independent, and the cane seems to
be an indication to all that “I need help”. I spent
months contemplating if a guide dog would
ultimately be the right thing for me. I knew a
ton of responsibility would come along with this
decision, but after speaking with the admissions
department as part of the application process
and several times thereafter, it was also clear
that this was the right time. The prerequisite was
that I have more orientation and mobility training
before attending GDD. The team/instructor ratio
were confirmation that GDD was the perfect
place for me to efficiently reach my objective of
becoming truly one with my teammate. There was

for guiding me around a pallet of drywall that
had been placed in the middle of the sidewalk.
The location, lighting, and lack of contrast as it
blended right into the concrete, made it unlikely
that I would have seen it. In that moment, I was
on one knee speechless and overwhelmed. It was
the ultimate confirmation that I made the correct
decision — Gary is the right teammate, and that
I can now proceed with my eyes and head up

obvious sincerity at GDD, and our objectives were

knowing that “Gary has me.”

in alignment. This would be a challenge, but well

The instructors are outstanding. I was amazed

worth the effort.
I knew it would be imperative that I approach
the training aspect of the process the right way.
I started with an open mind and willingness to
absorb the instruction as presented; especially
with the understanding that the dog knew far
more than I did at the outset. My experience
during training at GDD was amazing on many
levels. I am happy that I kept an open mind
regarding the breed choice, as my Chocolate
Lab, Gary has been great. Once the bonding was
underway, it was evident that GDD matched me
with the right dog. It was like he said, “Hey, where
have you been?” My voice meant something
to him, and it was evident. After a few days of
training, Gary and I were no longer on tether with
our GDD Trainer Michal Anna, and then came that
moment. Gary had taken me slightly off course
for a few steps and then back in line with our
original course. I gave Gary the “halt” command
and asked Michal Anna what just happened. As
she explained, I went to my knees praising him

that no matter the challenge, the resolution
was always professional, objective, and this
approach never wavered. I observed the sincere
approach to the challenges
each of my classmates

MARCUS & GARY

decision. I accepted that not only was it the right

presented, and I witnessed
the warmhearted manner
in which the instructors
connected with each of us.
I was most impressed by
the instructors’ ability to
connect with students at
various levels of mobility,
orientation, and
physical ability. It
was a blessing to
be so fortunate
to observe
Michal Anna and
Mindy connect
with students
(Continued on page 10)
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADS

CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!

Class of October 2018
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(Left to Right)

Amber & Sam, Marcus & Gary, Sybil & Shepard, Ron & Bailey Boy,
Gerry & Dahabo, John & Noble

Class of November 2018

(Left to Right)

Alan & Willy, Carmela & Seymour, Sean & Jax, Cameron & Wally

Guide Dogs of the Desert Introductions
Tim Hindman - Director of Client Programs
Guide Dogs of the Desert is pleased to announce the appointment of Tim Hindman
as Director of Client Services.

Mr. Hindman has had a distinguished career in the field of Vision Rehabilitation for
the past 30 years. He is a graduate of San Francisco State University, holding an MA
in Clinical Rehabilitation, with an emphasis on Vision Loss. As a certified Orientation
and Mobility Specialist, his career has included providing vocational rehabilitation
counseling, low vision, and Orientation and Mobility training to work-age through senior adults.
He is an active member and conference presenter for the Association for the Rehabilitation and Education
of the Blind and Visually Impaired (AER) as well as the recipient of the 2018 John H. McAulay Award from the
Association for the Rehabilitation and Education of the Blind and Visually Impaired for his impressive service
in the field.
As Director of Client Programs, Mr. Hindman will set and organize the dog training, class on-site and inhome training schedules, approve and certify all Guide Dog teams upon completion of training, and ensure
compliance with the Guide Dog training standards of the International Guide Dog Federation.
Prior to joining Guide Dogs of the Desert, Mr. Hindman served in the capacity of Coordinator of Blind and
Visually Impaired Services for the State of New Hampshire.
“It is with great excitement and pleasure that I bring my experience in education, employment, and
independent living to the dynamic and talented service team at Guide Dogs of the Desert ,” stated Hindman.

Tim Hindman can be reached at 760-329-6257 or thindman@gddca.org

Guido Portante - Board Member
General Portante is the absolute citizen-soldier. Born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, and
having grown up in Cleveland, Ohio, the family made a move to California where
he gained his valuable work ethic and experience in the family “deli” and Italian
Restaurant. But it was when he became a member of the California National Guard
that he found his true calling – for the military and its culture appealed to him.
Guido went on to a distinguished 37-year career in the U.S. Army and California Army
National Guard before he retired. He began his career as a private and retired as a
Brigadier General.
During his military career, Portante served in many capacities from commander
of troops to key staff assignments, including an appointment by then President Ronald Reagan to be the
Associate Director for the United States Selective Service System, headquartered in Washington, D.C. He
became the consummate trainer for the entire Selective Service System across the United States. He
interacted and supported local, state and federal political leaders in civil unrest and natural disasters. He
worked with local, state and federal law enforcement agencies in support of counter-drug operations along
the California-Mexico border.

GUIDE DOGS OF THE DESERT INTRODUCTIONS

“We are so pleased that Tim is now part of the Guide Dogs’ family,” stated Executive
Director Ben Schirmer. “He brings a wealth of over 30 years of experience working in
the field to this position.”

Portante graduated from the U.S. Army War College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania. He also earned a bachelor’s
degree in management from Pacific Christian College, and a master’s of public administration from
Shippensburg University, Pennsylvania.
General Portante resides in Rancho Mirage, California. He is an enthusiastic golfer and an accomplished cook
(Italian) to the delight of his family and friends. He continues his service to others, having served as President
of the World Affairs Council of the Desert, actively involved in the Salvation Army, Veteran’s Easy Access
Program, finding ways to support our Veterans in the Coachella Valley.
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5 Easy Ways to Give With Tax-Smart
Donations for the New Year
You can make an impact in the new year! There are many ways to give to Guide Dogs, several of which
offer attractive benefits for you while supporting the important work we do. Here are five popular ways
you can make a difference in 2019!
Give Cash, Check or Pledge.

GIVING OPTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR

Giving Cash or a Pledge is the simplest way you can support our current needs. To document a cash
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gift of any amount, you must have a dated receipt from Guide Dogs, so make certain you receive one. A
canceled check is only sufficient for gifts less than $250.
Give Appreciated Stock or Other Property.
When you give appreciated stock or property to Guide Dogs, we’ll sell it and you will eliminate all the
capital gains tax you would have paid had you sold it. Your gift will be deductible at the day of delivery’s
full fair market value (assuming you have held it for more than one year).
Donate an Insurance Policy.
A gift of a life insurance policy you no longer need makes a perfect year-end gift. To qualify as a
deductible gift, Guide Dogs of the Desert must become the policy owner. For most types of insurance
policies, your tax deduction is usually the cost basis or the fair market value of the policy, whichever is
less.
Make a Gift from your IRA.
If you are 70½ or older, you can make a difference by transferring any amount up to $100,000 annually
directly from your IRA. The transfer doesn’t generate taxable income or a tax deduction so you benefit
even if you do not itemize your tax deductions.
Invest in a Life Income Plan.
A life income gift provides you with payments for the rest of your life and Guide Dogs with support
thereafter. If you use appreciated securities that you’ve owned longer than a year to fund the gift, you
will be entitled to an income tax deduction based, in part, on the charitable portion of the securities’
full value, in addition to eliminating up-front capital gains tax.
Contact Ben Schirmer at 760-329-6257 for helpful tips about getting the most from your gift this
year.

OUR MOST POPULAR SPONSORSHIP
PUPPY SPONSOR – $5,000*
Covers the expenses for one puppy, from
breeding up to 18-20 months old. Name a
puppy, receive a certificate and photo, along
with updates regarding the puppy’s progress.

STUDENT ACCOMMODATION SPONSOR –
$5,000*
GDD’s Choice - Provides room and board for one
student attending in-residence training. For inhome training, the gift covers the expenses for
one licensed trainer.

Invitation to attend Graduation Luncheon and

GUIDE DOG SPONSOR – $10,000*

Ceremony.

(Includes Puppy Sponsor benefit of naming

CARING CANINE FUND - $100
Your gift of $100 or more will help sustain the
Canine Emergency Fund for emergency veterinary
needs of future guide dogs.

EQUIPMENT SPONSOR – $600
This entry level sponsorship provides the essential
equipment, including harness, necessary for a
guide dog, throughout its formal training.

NEWBORN PUPPY SPONSOR – $1,000
GDD’s Choice - Receive a certificate and photo of
a newborn puppy. Sponsorship covers the cost of
breeding and delivery.

LITTER OF PUPPIES SPONSOR – $3,000
GDD’s Choice - Receive a certificate and photo of
a mother with her litter of puppies. Sponsorship
covers the cost of breeding, delivery and
expenses, up to 12 weeks of age.

a puppy) through its formal training and
graduation. Bi-annual updates continue through
formal training to placement/graduation.
Invitation to attend Graduation Luncheon and
Ceremony.

STUDENT SPONSOR – $30,000*
GDD’s Choice - Covers all expenses of a student
during their 28 day in-residence training program,

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES

including transportation to and from the school.
Receive a certificate and photo of the student/
guide dog team, and invitation to attend
Graduation Luncheon and Ceremony.

TEAM SPONSOR – $40,000*
Includes Puppy, Guide Dog, and Student Sponsor
benefits, covers all expenses for both the guide
dog and the student, including equipment.
Receive a certificate and photo of the student/
guide dog team, and invitation to attend
Graduation Luncheon, with special recognition
given at Graduation Ceremony.

*Puppy, Guide Dog, Student and Team Sponsor opportunities can be pledged over a two-year period of time.
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Dog Day

Wednesday, February 6, 2019 - 11:00am
$175 per person
$1,400 table of 8
Historic

AFTERNOON

Smoke Tree Ranch

1850 Smoke Tree Lane, Palm Springs, CA

UPCOMING EVENTS

Luncheon
Opportunity Drawings
Silent Auction
Blindfold Walk
Plenty of Dogs to Pet
To reserve tickets visit our website at www.gddca.org,
or call 760-329-6257

Please RSVP by January 7, 2019

7:00 am Registration
8:00 am Shotgun Start
Format is 4-person Scramble
Classic Club
75200 Classic Club Blvd
Palm Desert, California 92211

Register online at gddca.org
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The Albert T. Milauskas Memorial
Golf Tournament
April 28, 2019

Pinot & Pints for Paws - Arizona
April 12, 2019

RECENT EVENTS
LIONS GOLF TOURNAMENT

Thank you, Molly Thorpe and Palm Springs Marathon Runners!

GRADUATION POEM

by Lupe Ayala - May 2018 Graduate
I didn’t know how I’d feel when we first met
Contrary to what some may believe you are not a pet

RECENT EVENTS

SANTA PAWS

You’re my working partner, with your eyes you guide
I have so much more confidence, having you by my side
I know that you are there and watching out for me
I never knew once again I could feel so free
You stop for obstacles and you let me probe to find
They way you do it completely blows my mind
You also find obstacles and take me around
With your help I will no longer fall to the ground
The bond has been made that I can’t deny
I’m so happy inside I feel I want to cry
These tears are not of sadness, they’re tears of joy I shed
As you stop at the curb I praise and pet your head
Once we’ve safely reached our destination
It’s time for the big celebration
Together on our route I feel an inner peace
My admiration and love for you will never cease
I never knew I could feel this lifted
I’d like to thank my sponsors, puppy raisers, trainers and
Guide Dogs of the Desert for the new eyes I’ve been gifted
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PUPPY RAISER EVENTS
Puppy Raisers are an integral component in preparing our puppies to become future guide dogs. They are
responsible for care, socialization, and providing basic obedience training until the puppy is called back for
formal training at 18 to 20 months of age.
Puppy Raisers provide a loving home and many tummy rubs as they help their puppy grow toward its future
job as a guide dog.

PUPPY RAISERS IN THE COMMUNITY

Thank you Puppy Raisers!

Oak Glen

OCTA Training

Howl-O-Ween Party

Movie Day

NEW PUPPIES WERE JUST BORN AT OUR BREEDING FACILITIES!

Become a Puppy Raiser
URGENT NEED!

Volunteer puppy raisers are needed for new litters of puppies that
will soon be ready to go to a good home for their initial raising and
training! If you are interested in participating in our amazing Puppy
Raising program, please check out the Guide Dogs of the Desert
website at www.gddca.org and fill out a Puppy Raiser Application
online or contact Trina Ver Vooren or Liz Hile at (760) 329-6257

9

(Continued from page 2)

psychologically as well; after all, losing all or part

he works his way throughout the building with

of one’s vision is extremely challenging. The level

relative ease and he often receives compliments

of knowledge, commitment, and compassion they

on how well behaved and focused he is. He seems

displayed made the effort that Gary and I put into

to have learned his way around after just a few

the training both challenging and enjoyable.

trips. Our next adventure will likely be to accept

Now that Gary and I are back home in Dallas,
he has blended effortlessly into my family. He is
always right next to me no matter where I go at
home; he has truly become an extension of me.
Gary has been introduced to many of the areas we
will frequent, and he is always eager to do his job.

an offer to start visiting a local elementary school
special needs class just as an example of how
these amazing animals are capable of helping with
visual impairment, anxiety, sensory overload, etc.
The experience of having him by my side has been
amazing, and we do it all alone.

He has even been to the rural area in Louisiana

Marcus and Gary are one of the many success

where I grew up and he loves it there. He seems

stories at Guide Dogs of the Desert. Because

right at home on the Dallas Light Rail system, as

of donors like you, Gary is providing freedom,

we frequently take it downtown and to the Dallas

confidence and life enhancing independence for

VA Medical center. Of all the places we’ve visited,

Marcus.

interact with other military veterans. He typically
takes all of the attention off me personally and
removes the anxiety I would otherwise carry as

WISHLIST

Periodically, Guide Dogs of the Desert needs equipment or supplies to help with puppy
development and enrichment. If you would like to help with any of these items, please
add the item to your cart and check out by completing the gift form. Guide Dogs of
the Desert will use your gift to purchase the item(s) on your behalf and send you a gift
receipt for tax purposes.

WISH LIST

he seems to feel right at home at the VA as I

To answer any questions you may have, please call us at 760-329-6257

Kennel Department
Medium Classic Dog Kennels (20) $150.00 ea.

Training Department

Large Classic Dog Kennels (15) $150.00 ea.

Nylabone Dura Chew Knot (30) for Training Vans: $14.21 ea.

Bulk Pressed Rawhide 6” (3) $86.99

Silicone Collapsible Water Bowls (30) - $9.25 ea.

4’x5/8” Black leash for puppies (40) $3.49 ea.

Pro Select Cool Pup Crate Fans For Training
Van Crates (20) - $35.68 ea.

5/8” Collar for puppies (40) bright colors $2.49 ea.
ProSelect Empire Exercise Pen $169.99
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Breeding Center
Nylabone Just for Puppies Ring Bone
Puppy Teething Chew Toy (20): $3.92
KONG Classic Dog Toy (20): $12.42 ea.
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PO Box 1692
Palm Springs, CA 92263
www.gddca.org • 760-329-6257

Thank You to Our Sponsors
The Frank M. and Gertrude R. Doyle Foundation
The Karl Kirchgessner Foundation
The Sharon D. Lund Foundation
The McBeth Foundation
Nesbitt Foundation
RTS Family Foundation

EQUIPMENT
SPONSORS
NEEDED
Guide Dogs of the
Desert’s puppies
need your help to
become guide dogs.

Your donation of
$600.00 ensures
that our trained dogs
have the equipment
necessary to become
working guide dogs.

