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Puppy Development
Program Update

A new nursery is coming to the Guide Dogs
of the Desert Campus! Read more on pg. 3

“I can’t imagine
life without her
by my side.”
Read more on pg. 2
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the Desert! This year has been full of new
Afternoon Event in February. So many community
members came out to show their support.

Ben Schirmer

What a fun event!! We are also looking forward
to Pinot, Pints for Paws (in Arizona) and the Milauskas Memorial
Golf Tournament coming up. Unfortunately, by the time you read
this they will be over. Guide Dogs has the best supporters!
We are currently in the middle of one of our classes. Six (6)
students are here on campus meeting their guide dog and

Board of Directors

learning to work with them. What an incredibly powerful
experience! We do so many different things, but, this is the reason

Gary Jeandron - Chair

we are here!

Laurie Kettering - Vice Chair

We couldn’t have a class without our phenomenal guide dogs. Of

Darcy McNaboe - Treasurer
Cynthia Woods - Secretary
Patti Craine
Kevin Foster
Jackie Johnson
John Lowey
Guido Portante

course, all our guide dogs start out as puppies and we couldn’t
have puppies without a Puppy Development Program. For many
years this program was done offsite. However, back in December
this program moved back to our campus. In fact, I am writing
this article sitting next to one of our expectant mom’s (she is a
gorgeous black lab, and she snores rather loudly!!). Seriously,
it just doesn’t get better than this! By the time you receive this
newsletter we should have a new litter of puppies – and so the
process begins again.

Leonard Sigdestad, DVM

Please know, you are always invited to come out and take a

Ann Thornton

tour. We’d love to show you around.
All I can say is – thank you! Your enthusiastic support is what
makes it possible for us to have puppies that can grow up to be
life-changing support for someone visually challenged. The reality
is, it all begins with you.
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STUDENT STORIES

NOVEMBER 2016 GRADUATE SKYE & GUIDE DOG CINDI
I still remember getting Cindi like it was yesterday. I

obstacles, and avoid unsafe situations, but it is more

was sitting in the main lounge at the student dorms,

than just that. I think the best way to describe it is

a ball of nerves as I waited for a dog that would

to leave you with a little story. While traveling alone

change my life, and then I heard her. The sound of

to Canada this past summer for the first time, I got

the door opening was proceeded by jingling tags and

off a late plane and needed to reach a connecting

just the slightest click of nails on the floor. The next

flight fast. Of course, there was no airline attendant

moment, I was running my hands down my beautiful

as I had requested, which was made worse as we

Cindi’s fur with a huge smile on my face. Meeting my

were let off the small propeller aircraft onto the

girl was so special for me. She was a stunning warm

tarmac. I could have panicked, but I had Cindi by

twisting ball of energy as she turned in circles in her

my side, and I knew I was going to be okay. As I

excitement. When she finally sat down at my feet for

heard other passengers walking past, I picked up

me to stroke her soft ears, I was hit with a wealth of

the harness handle and told Cindi ‘forward”, and

emotions. This beautiful animal was just given to

“follow”. My brilliant girl knew exactly what I needed

me out of the kindness of others. She had people

and immediately began trailing the other passengers.

who cared for her in the kennels, trainers who

We had to weave this way and that, stop for changes

encouraged and taught her, donors who supported

in elevation, and twist around people coming the

her, and raisers who loved her, yet they had all given

other way, but before long, she had me in the airport

her up so she could be my eyes. I won’t say I cried,

safe and sound. I don’t know what I would have

but I may have blinked back tears as I led Cindi back

done without her. Cindi isn’t just my guide dog, she’s

to my room.

a protector, and a guardian angel. She’s my best

That was the beginning of a life changing partnership
between my guide dog and I. The best way to
describe Cindi is adventures and full of life. She loves

friend who keeps me safe every day, and I can’t
imagine life without her by my side.

GRADUATE STORY

Written by: Skye Dunfield

to play and will do just about anything for the toss of
a toy, but I truly think she is her happiest when we
are exploring a new place and her harness goes on.
Cindi and I live in Las Vegas where I attend University
as a criminal justice student. As such, I needed a dog
who would be able to handle the flashing lights and
swaths of people with ease. A dog who could settle
on a bus packed with tourists and lead me through
buildings that are designed like mazes. A dog that
could stand quietly by me in a buffet with a million
aromas wafting past, and a dog who could act in a
split second to get us out of harm’s way. Cindi is all of
that and more.
People often ask me what the differences between
using a cane and a dog are. I tell them the basics,
like how a dog can find objects, stop for head height
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PUPPY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM

PUPPY DEVELOPMENT
PROGRAM UPDATE
As I mentioned in my earlier article, our Puppy

this article in her room. She is sound asleep and

Development Program was done off-site for over

snoring rather loudly on the floor next to me. At the

a decade. However, in December the program was

moment she is not in a hurry to have these puppies.

moved back to our campus. We can’t have puppies
without a Puppy Program! We are in the process of
developing plans to convert some of our existing
space on campus into a beautiful new nursery. This
is where our pregnant mom’s will come back to us
to have their babies. Not only will we have a special

We will keep you posted on the progress of building
out our nursery. Once it is done, we will invite you
up to take a tour. It is such an exciting time for Guide
Dogs of the Desert!!
- Ben

place for them to have their babies, we are also
creating a space for them to raise their pups during
their first few months.
To say we are excited to have this Program back
on campus is an understatement! We already have
a pregnant mom with us. She is a beautiful black
labrador and is due any day (by the time you read
this she will already have had her babies). The
amazing staff at Guide Dogs of the Desert are all

RECENT GRADS

pitching in to take care of her. In fact, I am writing

Congratulations Class of April 2019: Doris and Harper, Bruce and Barry, Wakeelah and Kenai,
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Margarita and Sherry, Michael and Jenna, Regina and Molly

PUPPY RAISER EVENTS

Puppy Raisers are an integral component in preparing our puppies to become future guide dogs. They are
responsible for care, socialization, and providing basic obedience training until the puppy is called back for
formal training at 18 to 20 months of age.
Puppy Raisers provide a loving home and many tummy rubs as they help their puppy grow toward its future
job as a guide dog.

Campus Movie Day

Santa Paws 5k

March Field Air Museum

Living Desert

PUPPY RAISERS IN THE COMMUNITY

Thank you Puppy Raisers!

PUPPY RAISERS NEEDED!
Volunteer puppy raisers are needed for new litters of puppies that will
soon be ready to go to a good home for their initial raising and training.
If you are interested in participating in our amazing Puppy Raising
program, please check out the Guide Dogs of the Desert website at
www.gddca.org and fill out a Puppy Raiser Application online or
contact Liz Hile at (760) 329-6257
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SUSTAINER’S CLUB

WISHLIST
Puppy Development Center

Guide Dogs of the Desert’s
Sustainer’s Club is a special

Master Equipment Folding Grooming Table
36” x 24” x 32 1/2”: $104.00

group of individuals, who commit
to making a gift each month to

Groomer’s Best Walk-Through Grooming
Tub: $1349.99

help our specially-bred puppies
become guide dogs to hundreds

Mini Refrigerator - 36”: $99.00

of people without sight and
without cost to them.

Nylabone Just for Puppies Ring Bone
Puppy Teething Chew Toy (20): $3.92

Sustainer’s Club members

KONG Classic Dog Toy (20): $12.42

choose the amount of their

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

monthly gift. Dependable

Kennel Department

monthly income makes planning
easier both for you and for

Medium Classic Dog Kennels (20) $150.00 ea.

Guide Dogs of the Desert. The

Large Classic Dog Kennels (15) $150.00 ea.

Sustainer’s Club promises to

(3) Bulk Pressed Rawhide 6” $86.99

become the pillar of support for
Guide Dogs of the Desert along with other events,

4’x5/8” Black leash for puppies (40) $3.49 ea.

foundation grants, and support from hundreds of

5/8” Collar for puppies (40) bright colors $2.49 ea.

Lions Clubs around the country. We hope you will

ProSelect Empire Exercise Pen $169.99

become part of this pillar of support.

Tail Waggers— For as little as $10
per month, you will receive a photo of

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••

Training Department

Sustainer’s Club pin.

Nylabone Dura Chew Knot (30) for Training Vans: $14.21 ea.

Leader of the Pack— For $30 or

Pro Select Cool Pup Crate Fans For Training Van
Crates (20) - $35.68 ea.

a puppy in training, along with a special

more per month, you will receive a postit “Lab Notes” pad with the Sustainer’s

Miscellaneous Dog Toys (15) - $25 ea,

Club pin and photo. You will also receive
our annual Guide Dogs of the Desert
calendar.

Top Dog— With an increased monthly
pledge of $45 or more, in addition to
the above recognition, you will receive
an exclusive invitation to meet with

Please Call Guide Dogs of the Desert
and We Will Order Items For You! Full
or Partial Orders Gratefully Accepted.
Check our website under Support Us
for updated items on our Wish List.
www.gddca.org

students training at the campus.

You can help Guide Dogs of the Desert by simply going to
smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer
or mobile device. Select Guide Dogs of the Desert to receive
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping.
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Hosts Yvonne and Steve Maloney, Co-Chairs Patrick Mundt and Tristan Milanovich,
and Executive Director Ben Schirmer
Dog Day Afternoon 2019 was a huge success, selling

“Our Dog Day Afternoon luncheon is a tremendous

out once again! Guide Dogs of the Desert had 165

event, due largely in part to the amazing committee

guests in attendance on February 6th for Dog Day

that worked so hard to make the day a success”

Afternoon in Palm Springs. Smoke Tree Ranch was

said Jennifer Heggie, Director of Development. “We

the location for the luncheon. Guests were treated

can’t say thank you enough to out hosts Yvonne and

to a buffet, silent auction and a blindfold walk with

Steve Maloney, Co-Chairs Patrick Mundt and Tristan

trained guide dogs. Smoke Tree Ranch is one of the

Milanovich, and our Event Committee: Yvonne

most historic resorts in the desert; guests stepped

Maloney, Michelle Massie, Renee Glickman, Melissa

back in time to a place revered for simplicity,

Milanovich, Amy Phinny, Ayn Turner, and Joanne

breathtaking natural surroundings, and genteel

Vilardi.”

hospitality.

DOG DAY AFTERNOON 2019

11TH ANNUAL
DOG DAY AFTERNOON

“This was my first ‘Dog Day Afternoon’ since

Guide Dogs of the Desert would like to acknowledge

becoming Executive Director several months ago,

the generous support of sponsors Yvonne and

and it is was an honor to be part of such a special

Steve Maloney, who were instrumental in making

event,” added Ben Schirmer, Executive Director

this wonderful event a success. This year’s sold out

of Guide Dogs of the Desert. “Yvonne and Steve

event was chaired by two outstanding individuals

Maloney’s gracious hospitality set the tone for an

of our Coachella Valley community, Patrick Mundt

incredible outpouring of support from so many

and Tristan Milanovich. The event chairs and the

in our community. The Event Committee did an

committee are already working with the Ranch to

amazing job selling tickets and securing fabulous

select a date for 2020.

auction items, which allowed us to raise almost
double the amount that was raised last year.”
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PO Box 1692
Palm Springs, CA 92263
www.gddca.org • 760-329-6257

Thank You to Our Supporters
The Frank M. and Gertrude R. Doyle Foundation
The Karl Kirchgessner Foundation
The Sharon D. Lund Foundation
The McBeth Foundation
Nesbitt Foundation
RTS Family Foundation

LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY
If you would like to extend your support of Guide Dogs of the Desert to make a
lasting impact, there are several gift arrangements to choose from.
The Maynard Society recognizes individuals who have provided for Guide Dogs of
the Desert in their estate plans. To become a member, simply let us know you have
named Guide Dogs of the Desert as a beneficiary in your will, trust, gift annuity, life
insurance policy, 401K or other similar tax-deferred retirement plan.
Whether you would like to put your donation to work today or benefit us after your
lifetime, you can find a charitable plan that lets you provide for your family while also
supporting Guide Dogs of the Desert.
Please contact Ben Schirmer, Executive Director for more information at
bschirmer@gddca.org or (760) 329-6257

EQUIPMENT
SPONSORS
NEEDED
Guide Dogs of the
Desert’s puppies
need your help to
become guide dogs.
Your donation of
$600.00 ensures
that our trained dogs
have the equipment
necessary to become
working guide dogs.

